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D E D I C AT I O N.

To the Public of Jamaica.

Though feparated from that ifland, whofe

inhabitants claim my kindeft wifhes, and from

whofe friendfhip, even at this moment, I derive

advantages which I fhall ever remain moft truly
fufceptible of; I mult be wanting of gratitude in
the extreme, did I permit the firlt eflay of my pen
to flow independently to any other channel.

To the public of Jamaica then, I dedicate

this fmall treatife ; and ihould it there find

the fame candor, protection and fupport, its au

thor did, during a refidence of eight years, he has

nothing left to wifh, but that its pretentions may
juftify their patronage, and meet the corroborative

approbation of thofe Medical Practitioners, to

whofe condefcenfion and liberality he is fo infi

nitely indebted ; to whom, with the community
at large, could he find language adequate, he

would offer the warm effufions of a heart, tho

roughly imprelfed with a juft fenfe of their favors ;
but altho' inability as a writer denies this, it does
not deprive him of gratefully affuring them, with

the utmoft fincerity, and refpect, that fenfible and

defirous of a continuance of their kind countenance

he is, and ever will be, their

Obliged humble Servant,

B. T. LONGBOTHOM.





A^C E.

JL O point out an art ufeful to fociety, k a duty
incumbent on every individual capable of fo doing ;

and the only excufe probably for its omiflion, is

when the mifgiving mind imbibes a fear, that it

may be imputed folely to a motive of felf-intereft.

Under fuch an idea, nothing can tend more to re

concile to us the bringing of it forward, than a per-
fuafion that we can convince the public, the ad

vantages derived therefrom, (if not wholly theirs)
are at lead reciprocal ; in this point of view, if

we fucceed, every unpleafant fenfation is removed.

—ImprefTed with fuch a hope, have I undertaken
the following Treatife ; not that I am ambitious of

being crowned by the applaufe of fuccefsful au-

thorfhip, or fet up for the fmalleft pretentions to

literary fame ; the experience I have obtained in

my profeflion, communicated in a plain intelligible
manner, is all I purpofe; myreaders therefore I hope
will rather attend to matter, than manner ; and

feeing its utility, not expect embellifhments, of

which was I capable, I ihould not avail myfelf.
In endeavoring to perfect myfelf as a Dentift,

I have employed fome years, and (if a liberal prac
tice does not much miflead me,) I may aflert not

unfuccefsfully ; but as even in the moft extenfive

field of practice, there will ever remain a few, un-
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informed of the good effects which experience has

made known to others : I truft I fhall not be con

demned for attempting to raife in eftimation, an

art, more beneficial in this climate, than moft

others.

Though the fubjedt is in fome meafure new

here, I yet hope for every reafonable indulgence,
having received the general approbation of the moft
eminent profeffors in Surgery and Medicine, who

have nothefitatedto affert its great utility, and the

propriety of my treatment ; which with that can-

dour(the refult of confcious integrity,)has been laid

open to the ftricteft inveftigation.
The word Dentift, has been fo infamoufly abu-

fed by ignorant pretenders, and is in general fo in

differently understood, that I cannot forbear giving
what I conceive to be its original meaning ; viz.

the profeflion of one who undertakes, and is capa
ble not only of cleaning, extracting, replacing by
tranfplantation and making artificial teeth; but can
alfo from his knowledge in Dentiftry, preferve
thofe that remain in good condition, prevent in a

very great degree, thofe that are loofe, or in a de

cayed ftate, from being further injured, and can

guard againft the feveral Difeafes, to which the

Teeth, Gums, and Mouth are liable; a knowledge
none but thofe regularly inftructed, and who have
had a long, and extenfive practice, can poffibly at

tain ; but which is abfolutely neceffary, to com

plete the character of a Surgeon Dentift.

Little it is prefumed, need be faid to induce

every one to pay that attention to their teeth, which
fuch ufeful ornaments require ; particularly that

part of the creation, in whom as a contemporary



Vll

has obferved " Beauty appears to have fixed her

peculiar feat," I fhall therefore without entering
into anatomical difquifitions or latin phrafes (which
I think more calculated for the faculty than the

public,) briefly explain from whence thofe com

plaints, (fo generally incident to all,) arife, and of
fer what I ever found to be a lafting, fpeedy and
effectual remedy.
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a—— BOB

OF

TEETH in GENERAL.

J\S it is impoflible to comprehend with facili

ty, any piece of Mechanifm, without feparately
knowing the qualities of its cpnftituent parts ; fo

in tracing the diforders of the human frame, or

any part thereof, to their primitive fource, it is

absolutely neceffary we ihould be acquainted with

the defignationof each part, that we fhould know

its Situation, fhape, fuhftance, and the immediate

purpofes it is calculated to eifej£t. Thoroughly
mafters of this, we fliall feldom find ourfelves at a

lofs for the meaning of him, who may endeavour

to affift our refearches, nor (hall we lo|e in chime

rical conjectures, that time, a fourth part ofwhich

(thus aided and properly applied,,) would have

brought us to the haven of our wifhes ; but waft

ed as before hinted, only ferves to embarrafs our

ideas, and deprive us of all ability to diftinguifh.
Few I believe, but what are poffefTed of the know

ledge that teeth were given us for the purpofe of

maiiLcation, contributing to the diftindtivenefs

of fpeech, aflifting fymmetry, and, .(when carefully

preserved) to add to the beauty of the face ;
—

but few extend their knowledge beyond ,th.pfe fel£
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apparent purpofes; to inveftigate their texture,

and from thence arrive at the beft and furelt

means of preferving and even of repairing them.

This muft be the refult of long pradice, and unin

terrupted attention.

Their fubflances are two, enamel and bone.—

The firlt is hard and vitreous, not eafily made an

impreffion on, unlefsbya file; alcalies do not rea-

dily affect it, but in acids it moulders away : if

broken, it appears ftriated in texture, and all the

ltri« tending to a point.
—Ruysch has affirmed he

could trace arteries in. it—Lewenboeck fufpected
each fibre to be a veflel : and Munro fays he has

frequently injected the teeth of children, fo as to

make the infide of the cortex appear red. Mr.

Hunter afiiires us no injection is fubtle enough to

penetrate it. Enamel is often deftroyed by filing,
denudation, &c. ; but it by no means follows that

the tooth will decay : on the contrary 'tis argued,
there are fome who lofe it in early life, yet ftill

retain a good fet of teeth to their lateft hour ; nei

ther is it uncommon on the coaft of Africa, to

fee Negroes who have had their teeth filed

or fharpened to a point, and yet retain them in

an uninjured ftate ; this I know to be the cafe,
and infer therefrom that nature (ever bountiful)
continues throwing out to the age of twenty-five,
or thereabouts, a reossifying matter, which fupply-
ing the place of that removed, negatives the action,
which on expofed porous bodies, air is known to

have. Thofe therefore, whofe teeth are filed with

in this period, have little danger to apprehend of
their being impaired ; I am the more confirmed

in this, by fome back or double teeth, which have
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fallen under my own immediate inflection ; de

cayed and become hollow to the very nerve, they
afterwards filled up with an oflified matter, the

very reverse of tartar, of the exact hardnefs

of enamel, though different in colour, being of a

dark yellow ; thefe I was requefted to extract,
from an idea .they retained difeafe ; but affured of

the reverfe, and their durability, I fucceeded in

perfuading my patient to a coincidence with the

fame idea, and time has fhewn that tho' not fo

lightly, none are more permanently ufeful.
The fecond fubftance, Bone, in teeth is more

denfe and compact than what called fo generally
is; each tooth has an inner cavity, which begin
ning at a fmall orifice, grows larger and extends

three-fourths its length ; this contains veffels ac

cording to the number of fangs the tooth may have,
that is, for each and every fang it has a fet, viz.

an artery, vein, and nerve, which accounts for an

upper jaw tooth being more painful in extraction,
or difeafe, by reafon of its treble fangs.—In advan

ced age, this cavity clofes, when the teeth act either
as extraneous bodies, dropping out ; or lofing all

fenfation, remain firm from an adhefion to the ad

joining parts ; rather uncommon than otherwife,
and which will never be the cafe with thofe who

ufe mercury, or who by living on foft victuals,

deprive them of the accuftomed prefTure caufed by
maftication.—As the enamel covers the bone of

the crown, or that part of the tooth, defigned to

be without the gum, fo, that called fang, or root,

which is contained in the focket, is covered by a

pereofteum, common to both, and attached alfo to

the gums, thus connecting the whole.
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The number of teeth which conftitutes a

fet, is thirty two, Sixteen in each jaw, but are fel

dom attained, till after the age of twenty. Some

dentifts obferve in their treatifes, on this fubject,
that often no more than twenty eight appear ; this
I deny ; it is not often, few, very few whofe age
exceeds twenty five, but either have or have had

Sixteen teeth, top and bottom, moftly in pairs,
taking the fame both right and left :—hitherto

they have been claffed like their fubftances, in

three ; I clafs them in four by following Mr. John
Hunter's method, who feperating the two firft

grinders, and calling them Bicuspides, judicioufly
diftinguifhes a particular clafs. Thus then there

are in each jaw four cutting teeth, two Cuspidati
canine, (or dog teeth,) four Bicufpides (meaning
the two firft jaw teeth on each fide the canine) and
fix Molares or grinders.

INCISORES have but one fang, and differ
not from each other in either jaw, except that the
two more immediately in front, in the upper, are
broader ; as may be feen by viewing them.

CUSPIDATUS are remarkable for their length
of fangs, which exceeds every other ; and from
their Situation being fo immediately under the eye,
are fuppofed to be connected therewith, and on that
account dangerous to draw ; this however, (inde
pendent of their length) is erroneous ; they may be
drawn with perfea fafety, and convenience, for

by the root of this tooth piercing what is termed
the maxillary finus, difeafes are often removed by
their extraction, which otherwife would occafion
far more ferious operations.
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BICUSPIDES. Thefe have fometimes been

known to be wanting, but that fcarce ever being
the cafe, we may obferve they differ from each

other by the upper one's feparating in the fang,
making in the firft a diftinct double fang, and in

the fecond, a partial feparation ; but decidedly they
have two fets of veffels. Operators wholly unfkilled
in the anatomy of the teeth, continually err in the
extraction of thefe, and often leave the fang moft

diverging behind.—For their information I will

obferve, fo it had belt remain for the prefent ; as
after a time it will incline to expel itfelf, and ex

pedite their intentions ; I fhall give directions of

furtherance hereafter, under title of Stumps.
GRINDERS. The two firft of thefe in the

upper jaw have three fangs diverging differently.
The third grinder from not coming before what is

termed years of difcretion, is called, Dens Sapien
tial, or the Tooth of Wifdom, and in the upper

jaw, has for the moft part three fangs, but in the

lower only one, though from a partial feperation
at times, as it were made to appear more. When

the jaw forms not fo large a circle as at other times,

they either decay, or incline to expel themfelves.
The other grinders in the lower jaw, have only
two fangs, nor are they fo neceffary as above, the

finus in which they are inferted being much

firmer.

Here then, until I again take it up in Denti

tion, fhall I leave the phyfiology of the teeth ; pre-

mifing as before hinted, that the intention of this

is fimply to render the reader adequate to the

comprehenfion of the practice hereafter laid down,
and to judge the rationality with which it is pre-
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fcribed ; had I ever metwith any thing equally dif-

fufe in as fmall a compafs and general ufe, affured-

ly I Should never have made the attempt. But

let no one fuppofe for an inftant, that I imagine
what I am herein about to communicate can tend

to form a regular Surgeon Dentift : fuch a cha

racter will find fome ufeful hints, but to complete
him, not any thing can, but a fteady attention to

the anatomy of the parts, lectures thereupon from

able profeffors, and an extenfive praclice varied by
continuance.—A few years only have elapfed Since

Dentiftry became a ftudy, much has been acquir
ed, but more alfo remains to be fo ; with the ad

vantages of thofe before me, as univerfal a connec

tion with medical practitioners, or perhaps great
er than any one in the fame line, was ever indulg
ed with ; aided by a long, and extenfive practice,
I am free to confefs myfelf young in the profef-
fion, and ready to be instructed by any one, who

can and will fo far honor me. Nor am I as I be

fore obferved, induced to this little publication, but
as an incumbent duty and proof of my gratitude
to the many, who are endeared to me by a liberal

ity experienced by no other dentift in the fame ifl

and.* My firft obfervation will be on

IMPROPER APPLICATIONS.

No Dentift but reviles thefe enemies to a

good fet of teeth, while thofe who are poffeffed of

them, from a worthy emulation apply too fre-

*
It is neceflary to obferve, the Author commenced

this Publication for the Ifland of Jamaica, where he pra&ifed
eight years.
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quently to their aid. I allude to thofe vile Nos

trums, which under the title of *

Dentifrices,' are
to be found in every quarter of the globe ; and

whofe properties inftead of anfwering the purpofes
promifed, almoft ever bring difappointment, not

unfrequently attended by the moft dreadful confe-

quences. Will it not Strike every thinking per-

fon, that a liquid, or powder, containing acrimo

ny in its compofition fuflicient to diffolve a con

creted fubftance, like that on the teeth called tar

tar, will alfo deftroy the enamel, which, when even

flightly injured, too often expofes the teeth to pre

mature decay.
It would be needlefs almoft to mention a more

convincing proof, of the manner in which thefe

noftrums act, than by reminding the confumer of

the nervous fenfation arifing from their ufe, by

fetting (what is termed) the teeth* on edge, or

recalling to their view, the timidity with which

they are recommended even by their inventors ;

whofe very labels indicate their
evil tendency, by

requefting they may be ufed only fo often, and

directing that the mouth be immediately wafhed

from any remaining particle.
Powders of this injurious defcription moftly

confift of pumice ftone, fandiver glafs gall, emery,
allum, vitriolated-tartar, cream of tartar, borax,

falarmoniac, bole-armoniac unprepared, cuttle-

fifh-bone, calcined hartfhorn, burnt bread, gum,

myrrh, bark, tobacco allies, and various other

things equally destructive. Thefe are coloured by

* This fenfation is alfo produced by certain founds, or }
food having an acerb or facharine quality.
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rofe-pink, fanguis draconis, cochineal, alkanet

root, &c. and their tafte rendered deceptious by

camphorated Spirit.
As a more favourable opportunity may not of

fer for my anfwering a queftion, not unfrequently
aflced me ; viz—Why, when fo ftrenuous an ad

vocate againft the ufe of powders, opiates and lo

tions, I myfelf, have them to difpofe of ? I beg
leave to reply, that to either, as they ought to be

prepared, I am not averfe, were perfcns who are
in the habit of ufing thefe articles, acquainted with
their compofition, and perfect judges of their good
or bad qualities, and governed themfelves accord

ingly, or were they conyerfant with the character

of thofe who prepare and offer them for fale, and

affured they merited the confidence repofed, I

Should no longer object to their ufe in moderati

on.

For my own it is a duty incumbent on me,

and which I execute with pleafure, to fay 'tis no

fuch arcanum : it cures not fo infallibly. As rea-

fonable would it be to expect, one medicine to cure

the whole routine of animal diforders, as that one

lotion or powder Should the variety the mouth (the
moft delicate of the fenfes) is fubject to. I take

upon me to aver no medicine is capable of fo do

ing, nor is it compatible with common fenfe to

expect it. The belt and greateft merit a dentist

can claim, is, to keep his preparations as free from
acrimonious mixtures as poflible ; and to offer no

powder for fale, of a harder fubftance than the

body it is intended to remove. To be convinced
how injurious fuch falines or acids are, let a tooth

accuftomed to be cleaned therewith, be viewed
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•through a microScope, when innumerable perfo
rations will proclaim the depredations made.

Or that any one may otherwife determine on

their injurious action, let a well enamelled found

tooth be fixed in a vice, wet a brufh and dipping
it in a powder whofe qualities you wilh to define,

apply it with the accuftomed friction ufually made
ufe of in cleanfing the mouth to that tooth, and if

it contains (as nine times in ten it does) pernici
ous particles, in the Space of one hour and an half

no enamel will remain on that part expofed to the

action of the brufn ; from hence let him calculate,
and on the moft moderate computation, it will be
a good enameled fet of teeth indeed, that can laft

(againft fuch a powder) unimpaired, more than

three -years.

Liquids may be enquired into by immerfing a

Similar tooth within them, and placing the bottle

in a warm place, Sixteen days is generally fufficient
to Strip it and deftroy alfo a portion of the bone,

provided it poffeffes not a greater Share of oil than
Such bones ufually do. In fome the enamel has a na

tural difcolourment throughout, in which cafe e-

very attempt to make it white mult prove futile.

Would thofe who have an objection to permit
a dentift to infpect their mouth, ufe only a brufh

from time to time, chofen for its hardnefs, it

would often be attended with the happieft effect,
and let all acids, alcalies, &c. be banifhed the

toilet, as prejudicial in the extreme. The brufh

Should be ufed in a tranfverfe direction, (direct up
and down) fo as to carry with it the appearance of

brulhing the gums from the teeth, which from
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their vafcuhr nature, will daily become more firm,

and free from fcorbutic affeaions. Having Spo

ken of dentifrices and their effeas, I Shall endea

vour to defcribe the body they are intended to re

move, under the name of

TA R TA R.

This in its firft State is a glutinous body of

infpifated faliver, formed while the mufcles are in

a State of inaaion, and the Salivary glands and

duas not pouring forth fo profufe (as when we

Sleep) this, though common to the mouth in gen

eral, finds only a place to depofit on the teeth,

from their interftices, and inelaftic fubftance,

whofe qualities (unlike the other parts more foft)

yield not that continued oozing moifture, which

deftroys either confiftence or adhefion, and con

stant diflipation enfuing, it in time becomes of a

calcarious, ftone-like texture, uniting fo firmly to

the enamel, as by many unacquainted with their

ftruaure to be taken for a part thereof ; and as

fuch fuffered to remain excoriating the gum, and

by its preffure raifing the teeth from their fockets ;

or where it fails to do this, it never does to infinu-

ate itfelf between the gum and the tooth, deftroy-

ing their conneaion and generating inflammation,

pain, fungi, foetid breath, and in fhort, by cauf-

ing a Stagnation of the juices, almoft every difeafe

to which the gums are fubjea ; with fome it accu

mulates fo fart, as to furpafs belief ; but general

ly originates in uncleanlinefs, and as maftication

for the moft part keeps the body and edges of the

teeth free, wedging the tartar on to the neck, un-

lefs broken or chipped, it is not readily felt.
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Of this body there are feveral forts me v. or

lefs injurious, as the white, yellow, black, i 'd

what heretofore has been called green.
The e

firft Should be carefully removed, bywhat is l„v.i:~

ed fcaling ; the latter in faa is no tartar at .\il,

but a fpecies of Staining jlough, which by ii-> ^ 't •

ted qualities, forming a fceptic acid, a£rs v...i

more readily on the enamel, thereby getting accefs

to the bone, which from its porus nature diffolv-

ing, leaves the interior cavity containing the nerve,
and other veffels open, which while living and

expofed to the air, never fails to occafion the moft

excruciating pain : the remedy for which is, aaual

or potential cautery ; carefully filling up the cavi

ty with fome malable metal ; as gold, filver, or

lead leaf, the former to be preferred for cleanlinefs

and durability :—this is called plugging or plumb

ing, and will continue its pofition in the tooth,
fometimes for twenty or more years.

When this cannot be effeaed, and the party

will not undergo the momentary inconvenience of

having it extracted, care Should be taken to file off

any lharp edges
*
or points, which by repeated

contaa may annoy the tongue
or furrounding parts.

Where this fails, recourfe mult be had to extrac

tion. In all cafes where cauterization is ufed,

great care ought to be taken to deaden the

*
From a negleft of this kind, I have known a cancer

on the tongue enfue, which terminated the perfons life : I,

myielf, had a patient in Kingfton, who died in confequence

of not removing the jagged roots of a decayed double tooth.

Children born with teeth are fometimes fimilarly treated,

either rounding them with a file or removing thtm altogether,

bcin" very apt to
wound the lip or under part of the tongue.
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nerve, for fhould that be but ilightly wounded,

muc h pain will enfue.

Where tartar has formed in any prodigious

quantity, it is not advifable (particularly in varia

ble climates) to remove the whole at one time, as

by lofing fo confiderable a clothing, the enamel

and neck of the teeth become extremely fenfible to

heat, cold, or acids.

The Sceptic acid or green Slough alluded to,

is to be removed by gentle attrition, and proper

dentifrice, or if the enamel is deeply dyed there

with, a weak alcali, or gentle vegetable acid may

be ufed difcretionally, but on no account after it

has disappeared.

CARIES or BE CAT

Often proceed from negleaing that neceffary
cuftom of daily brulhing the teeth, whereby all ar
tificial bodies are prevented concreting thereon ;

it alfo takes place from blows, falls, touching ano
ther tooth and the like, but feldom gives pain un

til (as before obferved) the enamel is gone, and

the nerve expofed ; this may often be prevented
by filing away the affected part in time, yet even
where this cannot be accomplished to anfwer the

defired purpofe, care fhould be taken to remove,

fufficient to prevent its touching an adjoining tooth
as a fimilar decay will enfue : Thus have I beheld

a beautiful row of teeth rotted to flumps ; and e-

miting the moft odious effluvia from no other

caufe than inattention to that tooth which firft de

cayed. The French are much in the habit of paff-
ing a file between each, fufficient to create a divi-
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fion for the palling of a tooth-pick. I am aware

many will objea to this, from an idea that by re

moving the enamel, we fubjea the bone to prema
ture decay ; but daily experience proves it done

with fafety, for enamel towards the fides and edges
of Teeth is thicker, and will frequently admit this

operation, without expofing the fmalleft portion
of the bone, but which if it is, feldom decays.

The fymptoms of decay is a fhining blacknefs
on the furface of the tooth ; the front ones have

an opaque fpot, on the infide of the enamel ; and

the grinders Shew it by a crack on their bafe.—

Where the pain is periodical, the application of

a roafted fig on the infide of the cheek, or bark

will fometimes remove it. Perfons having Teeth
in this State fhould be careful not to be in extremes,

as drinking liquids very hot or cold, biting thread,

picking them with pins, cracking nuts, or other

hard fubftances ; indeed it would be well, were

every perfon equally guarded ; for admitting a

doubt of their doing harm, none can be of their

not doing good.

DECAT jsr DENUDATION

Is brought on by mineral exhalations, as may
be feen by the Teeth of miners, fugar-boilers, and
others fimilarly employed, which are either desti

tute of enamel, and have a rough appearance, or
are of a difagreeable yellow colour ; here a proper*
lotion and foap compofition Should be fubftituted

* As every Dentift has for fale mixtures of the kind,
and it is natural to conclude each imagines his own to be the

beft. To the feversft ccnfurer, I truft I lhall be acquitted in
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inftead of powder, high feafoned food avoided,

aStringent and fweetening medicines made ufe of,

to purify the blood, removing with fciffars the

points of unhealthy gum, within the interftices
of

the Teeth. The fmall pox creates the like appear

ance, or indents on the Teeth, as denudational

decay.
SOCKETS.

Thefe occafionally alfo decay, though not fo

frequently ; the caufe—obftruaions in the veffels,

colds, &c. This moftly occurs to perfons of a de

bilitated habit ; thofe more advanced in age are an

exception ; as from want of thofe nutritious juices,
the Sockets become abforbed—warmth is the beft

remedy.
Where the whole of the Teeth are wanting,

the length of the vifage is considerably diminifhed ;

evidently, from the lower jaw being permitted to

rife two inches at leaft, more than when the Teeth

are therein, and come in contaa with thofe oppo-
fite.

GUMS.

Thofe who feek the prefervation of their

Teeth, muft by no means neglea that vafcular bo

dy in which they are encompaffed, and on which

they may be faid chiefly to depend. This is beft

recommending thofe I make. In the interim, as they may
not at all times be attainable, I would for the antifeptic loti
on, premife an infulion of Biftort or Tormentil-root, rofes,
or fuch like, and for the foap, the pureft of that fort deno
minatedWind/or.



23

done by friaion, from as hard a body as admiffible,

giving at all times a preference to a brufh, as cal

culated to enter the interftices. Gums in colour,

Should be of a pale vermillion ; firm, elaftic and

free from all fcorbutic affeaions, which are the

fore-runners of gum-boils, abceffes, excrefcences,

callous thickenings, ulcers and fcrofulous.

G U M-B OILS

Are fecondary difeafes, produced by the

Swelled fangs of a decayed tooth : the fymptom—
a protrufion of the gum, which Swells and burfts ;

when this happens internally, a cure may be per

formed by lancing it to the bottom of the cavity,

where the purulent matter refts, neareft the de

pendent part ; keeping it open with lint, dipped in

tinaure of myrrh, or fome Stimulating balfam,

until a granulation takes place, when the mouth

fhould be wafhed with a lotion, if matter conti

nues to ooze after this, the tooth muft be extraa-

ed ; if it be a ufelefs flump, it would
be beft fo to

do in the firft inftance, and as inflammation is

generally lead on the infide of the mouth, I gene

rally draw inwardly. Where boils are not large,

frequent rubbing with
the fingerwill difperfe

them.

In cafes of this kind, where good teeth have been

extraaed, I have known them after being reduced,

and the nerve deftroyed, to be returned, but fel

dom with fuccefs.

ABCESSES.

Attention muft be paid to prevent thefe form

ing an opening, on the external fide of the face,
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as tending to a lafling disfiguration; to counteraa

it therefore, one is to be made between the gum

and the lip ; and in this cafe it is, I am fometimes

induced to draw the canini ; which, piercing the

maxillary finus, either gives an immediate out

let, or, by a fmall punaure through its bone, ad

mits of one being made for any refident matter.—

Where this is done with effea, a pledget of lint

kept constantly applied, and changed
—ferves to

abforb and prevent great portions of the matter

being carried to the Stomach ; this complaint often
mifleads the patient to attribute it to, and get
found Teeth extraaed, a thing wholly ufelefs,
unlefs where the laft is adjudged by piercing like

the canine, to be a preferable outlet. All fternuta-

tories are good in this cafe, as the nofe Should be

constantly blown, alteratives alfo are to be taken.

EXCRESCENCES

Sometimes are very large, and not feldom put on

a cancerous appearance. To extirpate them vitriol

may be ufed, flightly touching them twice or thrice

a day, keeping the Surrounding parts healthy, by a

free difcharge of the uncirculating blood ; if this

fails, the difeafed part may be removed, with a

knife, ftepticks being at hand to prevent too great
a bleeding, (the female drug) Agaric, is excellent

for this purpofe ; and my lotion, or an aftringent
fubftitute fhould be given to wafh the parts. I

have known tumours removed four or five times

before they ceafed to re-appear. Where they a-
rife from hollows in the Teeth, thofe Teeth are to

be drawn.
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CALLOUS THICKENINGS

May be treated after the fame way as excref-

cences. Frequently bleeding the gums, and remo

ving the tartar, will generally remove them, while
friaion from the regular ufed brufh will keep them
abfent.

ULCERS

Of all kinds require the moft attention ; as

originating from internal as well as external caufes.
Here to prefcribe remedies would be endlefs, as

they muft be varied with the diforders ; I will hint
only two things, that the more cleanly and early
they are adminiftered, the more effea they will

have from the adjacent parts being lefs liable to

Sympathy.

SCROFULOUS

May, I think, be claffed among thofe many
difeafes (as I have before hinted) generating from
uncleanlinefs ; thofe who are attentive to the

brufhing of their Teeth, feldom being troubled

therewith : it Shews itfelf by forming one or

more puftules, which fpreading become general
to the whole mouth ; often burying themfelves

deeply in the neighboring foft parts. Here the

phyfician Should be called on for an entire purifi
cation ; after which the lotion will have due effea.

Scarification muft be avoided.

NERVOUS PAINS in the JAWS,
Is the phyfician's province, and need only be

noticed in a treatife on Dentiftry, as they have af-

D



26

lifted to lead operators aftray ; and to them ami

fevere colds, are the barber-dentift's windows in

London, and other great cities, indebted
for the

fine difplay they make of good found Teeth ; it is

a pain only known to belong to the jaws, and is

thought by Mr. Hunter, to be brought on by af-

feaions of the mind. I had a female patient in

Jamaica, whofe jaws were at times fo extremely
irritated by this complaint, as by caufing the up

per and under Teeth grating againft each other,
to create a noife exaaiy fimilar to that made by
parrots. I relieved her considerably, by cork, cut
in fafhion of the circle which the Teeth formed ;

and after by prefcribing change of climate, found
She nearly had conquered the difeafe. Sea-bath

ing, hemlock, and blisters below the ear, have

been tried with various fuccefs. I think the cold

bath has aflifted my praaice in more than one in

ftance ; however the firft thing to be applied is

the blifter and following pill ; two grains of extraa
of hemlock, one of camphor, and one-fourth of a

grain of opium, given at night : cold bath in the

morning, the blifter to be kept open by perpetual
or other ointment, green tea given up, and vale

rian ufed in its ftead, to which add pleafant amufe-
ments.

Pregnant ladies are very fubjea to a fimilar

complaint, but certainly no regular praaitioner
would fo far commit himfelf as to be induced to

draw a Tooth, while affured the pain proceeded
from an obftruaion in the veffels. Let me alfo cau

tion them from giving ftimulatives, the applicati
on of a roafted fig internally will anfwer much

better.
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SWELLED FANGS

There is no remedy for but extraaion, altho'
in fome inftances they may be returned.

INFLAMMATION.

Except as noticed under the head of tartar,
arifes from colds, warmth therefore is the beft re

cipe. Wafhing the mouth with a lotion, brandy
and water, or other diluted fpirit.

EXOSTOSIS.

This is an overgrowth of the bone, which

proceeds from a decayed flump-tooth, protube
rant Swelling, or injured jaw ; nothing can be

done but by an experienced praaitioner, who will

moft likely remove the extraneous bony matter.

S C U R VT

Is little underftood, what called fo being
no more than inflammation arifing from colleaed

tartar, and the flagnate juices it creates ; and is

readily removed by what Dentifts term fcaling.—

But real fcurvy is when no tartar is to be feen the

gums bleed on the moft trivial preffure, breath

foetid, Teeth loofe, alveoli difeafed from irritation,
and in the word ftages matter difcharging conti

nually. As this does not always give pain, affift-

ance is feldom applied for, until the Teeth either

have or are about to drop out of their fockets ;

which accounts for the little benefit received.
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The firft ftep to be taken muft be towards an

entire purification of the fyftem, by a correaion

of its juices ; bell performed by a regular courfe
of Medicine, fea-bathing, and waShing the mouth

with falt-water, will then be found beneficial. In

nervous fyftcms, the bark taken regularly three

times a day, and tinaure of the fame held in the

mouth, will prove very efficacious. I have already
faid, where a tendency to fcrofulous exifts, Scari

fication is to be avoided. Patience both on the

part of the patient and operator is abfolutely ne-

ceffary, as repeated operations are likely to enfue

and much time elapfe, ere any permanent or appa
rent advantage can be derived, particularly where

the gum is to be made re-adhere, which can only
be when the phyfician has completed his part, and

is done by removing the edges refufing to adhere,
and creating a re-birth of gum, which feldom fails

to attach itfelf.

Any tocth-ach may be mitigated by the care

ful administration of opiate, a few drops of nitre

in lpirits, or gently brufhing the Teeth with mixed

ether.

ABSORPTION

Is when the germ defigned to form the Teeth

is taken up by the abforbent veffels (or otherwife)
as to render the depofit of no effea—no Teeth then

appear, or if any, fo deformed as to be Second
thereto ; if this happens in the firft fet (or milk-

teeth) the juices may be fo correaed, as to render
the Second more permanent. I have known the
fame effeas from other caufes, fuch as mercury
given for the worms, the nurfes milk breaft be-
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ing difeafed, or an inherent venereal. In age it

aas or fhews itfelf, expelling the Teeth by de

grees, and then I believe no remedy has been found

certainly to cure it, altho' bliftering and the cold-

bath have proved efficacious in a few inftances.

MERCURY,

I have more than once hinted is a moft dread

ful deftroyer of the Teeth ; much caution is there

fore requifite to prevent any remaining particles
while taking of it, lodging within their hollows

or cavities. In the year 1797, agreeable to the

requeft of a medical gentlemen of Kingfton, I ac

companied him to vifit a lady about thirty years
of age ; on examining her mouth, I found the

whole of it with the gums and tongue much Swell

ed, the Teeth inclined to loofen, and her throat

fo inflamed, as Scarce to permit her Swallowing
neceffary aliment ; She fpit considerably, and com

plained of a braffy tafte. Determined in myopinion,
I communicated the fame to the phyfician, that

mercury had occafioned thefe appearances. We

differed in opinion, and he treated it as a fore-

throat.

A day or two afterwards, he again defired

my attendance to draw fome of the Teeth, which

he Said were now become fo loofe as to be in hour

ly danger of dropping out.

I found her breath offenfively foetid, and

therefore more confirmed in my firft opinion that

it proceeded from mercury alone, I enforced the

not removing Teeth altogether found. Aware that

certain animalcuke were occafionally troublefome
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to both fexes, and induced at times the ufe of a

certain ointment or powder, not the moft innocent,

I delicately inveftigated but without fucceSs. I

was on the point of taking my departure, when

calling my eye upon a glove I perceived had re

cently been applied to rub in mercury. The bufi-

nefs was elucidated— a favourite little negro for

fome days pad had undergone that operation from

the fair hand of its miftrefs, covered with the

faid glove.
By proper treatment this lady overcome eve

ry fenSation of pain, but confiderable time elapfed
before either the gums or Teeth recovered their

pristine ftate.

TOBACCO.

The fmoaking and chewing of this herb is

frequently introduced from the vehement pain of

the tooth-ach, and with moft conftitutions paves

the way to a far more dangerous difeafe, than it

is intended to remove, by its acrid and internally
violent qualities, in the aa of fumigation being
inhaled, and the chemical oil which it leaves

within the hollows of the Teeth, difpofes them to

blacknefs and premature decay ; which tho' lefs

obnoxious for the prefent, proves a lading enemy
to the mouth and itomach.

TOOT H-A C H.

Human nature fubjeaed as it is to a variety
of complaints, appears perfecuted by none fo fre

quently, as by that univerfally known under the
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name of tooth-ach. None is lefs pitied, none lefs

Studied, and in confequence, none more errone-

oufly treated.

Medical praaitioners, though daily called

upon to operate, allow it, (why I don't know) to
fiiare no part of their consideration ; but if an un

fortunate wight applies for relief, (which they do

Sometimes nine or ten in a day) Doaor Lafts re

medy is had inftant recourfe to, and (if it will)
found or otherwife, out it muft come by the roots.

Many are the objeaions to this cruel procedure,
the operation occafionally is of fo difficult a nature,

that the moft fkilful dentift may be Scarcely ade

quate to the talk. PoSfibly the parts are fo inflam

ed, as to render the neceffary preffure infupporta-
ble ; or what is Still more likely, there may be no

occafion at all, for the removal of a Tooth.

To feparately point out all the diforders whence
tooth-ach may arife, would alone fill a larger trea
tife than I purpofe this to be ; fuffice it, that to

thoSe already deScribed, I add fuch as are moft

likely to occur. The firft will be that termed

jympathetic, and is generally felt in a found double

tooth, cauSedf by a decayed one in another part,

which being plugged, or otherwife preferved from

the aaion of external air, will bring relief to its

fufpeaed neighbour; or drawing the decayed
tooth will moft affuredly.

INFLAMMATORY TOOTH-ACHS

Are moftly attendant upon youth ; and will ac

cordingly be noticed in Dentition, but as it alfo

attacks adults, it is proper to obferve, when peri-
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odical, it is rendered fo by codivenefs, which, if

removed, generally brings a cure, if afterwards it

continues, it may be imputed to cold, in which

cafe warmth is to be adminidered, dudioufly not

making it a partial one, that is, differing one ap

plication to be thoroughly cold before another is

applied.

ELECTRICITY

In gentle Shocks, has been prefcribed, but is

very judly direaed to be ufed in the early part of

the complaint ; or like partial heat they become

injurious. Wherever Suppuration is neceffary the

fig or bread and milk poultice will bed effea it.

I never hefitate to lance the gums where Scrofu

lous does not exid, it is at all times beneficial.—

The Teeth caufe alfo another pain, in which eve

ry part as low as the bread, aaually fympathifes,
and fo refembles that occafioned by rheumatism, as

to have obtained the name of rheumatic tooth-ach.

Not any thing but the extraaion of thefe Teeth,
will convince the party fo affliaed, that tooth-ach
is the caufe, nay, perfons long poffeffing it, will
infid the pain is not lod with the extraaion, but

ufually it difappcars with the caufe. Extraaing
of a Tooth befide another, by expofing of its bony
part may give pain. Cariated bone from extrac

tions long pad, will raife imaginary tooth-ach—

Concealed matter, exodofis, dentition, lod ena

mel, loofenefs, fraaures, gums receding, extra

vasation, obdruaions, and many other things,
will give pains, for which no Tooth need be
drawn.
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One kind of tooth-ach particularly deferves

notice, as, to indifferent obfervers, it both comes
and goes without any apparent caufe ; it begins by
an impreflion on the Spirits, pain in front of the
head and gums, fwells the face to didortion,
brings on a great difcharge of faliver, while all the
Teeth are in a thorough found date ; with many
it returns at regular, though didant intervals. I

impute it to an overcharge in the veffels, which

by creating a tenfion in the pituitary and other

membranes, negative or obdrua a proper circula
tion of the fluids, and though repeatedly entreated
to extraa a tooth, for the purpofe of giving eafe,
never would accede. Cooling purgatives, abfti-
nence from grofs diet, and a tolerable fized Wider,
if it' will rife on the nape of the neck, may almoft

ever be depended on for a lafting remedy.

P I C K I N G the TEETH

Is of infinite ufe, and fhould be more gene

rally encouraged ; but never performed with a lefs

yielding body than a quill.

SUPERNUMERARY TEETH

Are fuch as exceeding the number of a fet,
projea, croud, and disfigure that agreeable regu
larity, fo pleafing to the eye

—

they tend to make

us lifp, cut the tongue while fpeaking, and fee!

at certain periods,- a fenfation the moft unplea-
fant.

E
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Thefe we are indebted for to the inattention

of our parents, guardians, or others, to whofe

care we are entrufted in early life ; and who, un-

lefs their charge complains of pain, leave nature to

difcharge the firft Dentition, in which originates
the caufe ; or employing a praaitioner, deny him

that continued accefs, fo neceffary to enfure ef

fea. Some few feminaries indeed and private fa

milies, are attended regularly at dated periods. I,

myfelf, have had many, which I attended once in

each month, when every child's mouth was exami

ned. This becomes neceffary about the fixth year,

though all children ought to be taught the necefli-

ty of ufing a brufh from their third or fourth.—

The anterior Teeth claim our fird regard ; indabi-

lity is the Symptom, and as thofe to replace them,
are larger in common than the firft, it is not only
proper to withdraw thofe, but the adjoining ones

on each fide, thus having no refiftance to con

tend with, an even birth enfues, and by encou

raging at proper intervals the like arrangement,

equally throughout, a permanent, beautiful, and

regular fet may be procured. Where this has

been negleaed, they may be drawn in moft in

stances Safely, and where required, may be direa

ed to the wifhed channel by ligatures of filk, plates
formed of filver, preffure frequently repeated, or

by three or four other modes peculiar to thoSe

who praaife them. I have met fome jaws inade

quate to contain within the proper eircle the per

taining Teeth, in which cafe the Tooth of wifdom

would often incline defertion where it did not, and

all were found alike, that moft irregular is the one

ufually removed. Mr. Hunter points out the bi-
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cufpides, but for myfelf in young fubjects a dif-

eafed Tooth would be my aim, as from the flexi

bility of the parts, there is little doubt of the va

cancy being Supplied by the yielding Teeth on each

fide filling up the fpace.

REPLACING OP a TOOTH.

This I think is beft done with fuccefs in

wrong extraaions, and with moft fecurity when

the operator does not let the agitation occafioned

by the accident, deprive him of attention, to put
it right in place and figure ; the blood if poflible,
Should not be permitted to coagulate, but if fo,
broken. Should the Tooth have fallen, or other-

wife acquired dirt, it muft be removed by warm

water. I have been fortunate in fabftituting, of

TRANSPLANTING TEETH,

But by no means encourage a defirc thereto.

It is a fpecies of innoculation and therefore dan

gerous ; circumspection is absolutely neceffary.
I have procured them rather fmaller at one time

than the focket they were intended for, and at

another rather large, yet in both inftances Suc

ceeded, the latter time by reducing with a file.

I have inferted dead Teeth alfo with fuccefs ; but

fincerely believe their adherence to be owing en

tirely to the nicety with which they fitted. I would!

advife all voting praaitioncrs to avoid and decline

thefe performances, left an unlucky occurrence

mould prove an injury to their praaice.
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However, if they are induced thereto, let an

able phyfician be their affiftant, to regulate the

fydem, abate fever, &c. &c. until the Tooth

proves firmly rooted.

The operation of having living Teeth trans

planted, would more effeaually and frequently
be anfwered, did thofe whe undergo it pay that

attention it demands; but forry I am to fay, tho*

many are found defirous to poffefs beauty, health,
and eafe ; few are willing to bedow that regard fo

requifite for their attainment. The firlt prudent
caution is, to make fure as poflible that the par

ties are in proper date of health, and that no re

mains of mercury exid in either fydem. The

Tooth then fixed in that pofition it is intended to

remain, (without force, which by caufing it to

prefs improperly, the periodeum frequently origi
nates difeafe) let filk, fea-weed, or a white thread

waxed, be tied as high on the neck of the adjoin
ing Tooth as poflible, then fadened on the body
of that tranfplanted, and then (as in the fird in

ftance) to the neck of that tooth on the other fide :

thus making, as it were, its two neighbours fup-
port it firm to the bottom of the Socket ; this Saf-

tening Should, (if not inconvenient) be permit
ted to remain until decay removes it, for by fub-

jeaing the Tooth to instability at too early a period,
adhefion, if not totally deftroyed, will be longer
taking place : the patient fhould be tenacious to

give as little motion as he can to a Tooth of this

fort, until perfuaded it is equal thereto, neither
fhould he by fitting in a draught of air, rifque the

catching cold. I have heard and read of double-

tceth being tranfplanted, but cannot fay I give it
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credit, the improbability ever appeared to me too

obvious to need a trial.

{ DRAWING.

The impreffed apprehenfion exhibited by ma

ny while getting a Tooth extraaed, is not only
miSplaced, but unlefs under the hands of a very
fkilful Dentift, may be attended with the

ferious confequence of drawing a wrong one ;

breaking that intended to be drawn, or otherwife

injuring the mouth. Neither patient or operator
fhould be timid or in hafte—moft praaitioners
in their own houfes have a chair, the back of

which may be accommodated to that height requi-
fite to reft the party's head. Extraaion is difficult

or eafy, as circumftances render it, but at all

times may be performed by the common turnkey
instrument, to which, as generally in uSe, I Shall

'
confine my direaions. Each instrument has a va

riety of claws, you will felea that beft adapted,
and before it is applied, enwrap the lever or end

of the key, in writing paper folded to its Shape, fo

as to break or foften that preffure neceffarily ufed

upon the gum, which for a hazard of adhering,
muft be carefully lanced around the Tooth, the

claw being properly applied as near to the focket

as poflible, regarding it be not on the focket itfelf,

gradually turn the key with increafing force, and

your purpofe will be effeaed. The back or dou

ble Teeth are beft drawn inwardly, as may be feen

by their pofition. The incifores require a much

larger claw than any, and the paper considerably
thicker, by which means you take a firmer grafp
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on the bony part beneath the gum, and draw it

nearly in its own axis, or fay perpendicularly, if

the jaw is narrow ; thefe, like the molares, will

draw eafieft on the infide. It is Seldom that any

hemorrhage enfues, if it does, gentle fteptics will

not avail—let a pledget of lint be dipped in oil of

turpentine, and tightlycompreffed upon thewound,
the root agaric or cork cut in fhape of tlie root re

moved, placed within the focket, and held firmly
down by the oppofite Teeth, will alfo ftop it effec

tually. I never knew any fcrieua eonfequences take

place from a bleeding of this kind, unlefs where

ignorance to ftop it was the occafion. In a few

instances I have had the edges or Small portions of

the alveoli adhere to the Tooth, but this is unwor

thy notice, if we reflea nature difpofes them to

decay ; whenever deferted by the Teeth, fhould a

point of bone appear, it may be filed ; or Ihould

a (till more Serious cafe occur, remedy is offered

under the head of

EXFOLIATION.

This is when a Tooth or portion of bone in

clines, or Shews a diSpofition to leave the place it

was originally deftined to Supply, and as fuch por
tion of bone may be out of light, and perhaps un-

thought of, by reafon of its injury being received

long before in drawing, a blow, or fome other

caufe and protemporary readhered : innocent

Teeth are imagined to create the pain, although
found, it is then only to be known by defcription
und preffure on the part, thefe together discovering
it to be a Splinter, the gum fhould be lanced there-
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to, and with die foflip's pliers, or other indru-

ment, die extraneous piece removed, aftringent
tinaure or lotion then applied, a few days, will
Serve to heal the parts.

STUMPS.

The extraaing of thefe, like thofe of Teeth,
will be found difficult or otherwife, but for the

mod part eafy, as if properly lanced they may be
removed by a fimple application of the finger nail,
or raifed by a diff fharp pointed indrument, the
bed lever for which, you will find to be the fird

finger of your left hand, attention is to be paid to

the indrument, led by flipping it wounds fome

other part. Where confiderable force is neceffary,
as will Sometimes occur with the double or treble

fanged molares, the turnkey may be ufed ; nor is

it neceffary always that the dump be feen, provi
ded it be fenfibly felt by the indrument applied.

—

Where artificial Teeth are purpofed to fupply the

vacancy, it becomes advifeable to retain the dump
if it be a found one, as with a golden pevit a new

crown can be grafted thereto, in all refpeas re-

fcmbling the former Tooth. Where dumps are

retained from other motives, fuch as fear, or with

a view to prevent the falling of the jaws, their ca

vities ought at all times to be fecured by plugging,
which negatives putridity or decay.

RABBIT MOUTH

Proceeds from the circle of the Teeth being
too confined, and is remedied by drawing that
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Tooth of lead value, if all the Teeth are found,

one of the cufpidatus ; perhaps a filver plate, and

the Teeth kept Shut, with moderate preffure feve-

ral hours in the day, may remedy the defea : It

alfo proceeds from another caufe, viz. the under-

jaw projeaing forwards, fo as to permit a confide
rable body to be admitted between, in which cafe

the plate mud be reverfed and made to throw the

upper-teeth outwards. I have tried dicks acrofs

the mouth, but they are very troublefome.
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MAXILLARY DISEASES;

OR,

UNSEEN COMPLAINTS.

THE reader will remember, that while de

scribing the phyfiology of the Teeth, I obferved

the Sockets in which they are fixed poffefs a lining;
viz. the periodeum. So has, I am perfuaded every

cavity the bones contribute to form, and that thefe

linings contain arteries, veins, nerves and other

veffels. In a healthy date the mucus they create
finds a ready paffage through its proper channels,
butwhen by colds or other diforders thefe become

inflamed, until Suppuration is effeaed the matter

generated in confequence thereof and confined,
caufes throbbing and gnawing pain, like that of

violent tooth-ach, and if permitted fo to remain

like the Sceptic acid, will deftroy and injure not

only the flefhy parts, but bones alfo. In thefe

cafes the practitioners muft rely rather on diagnof-
tic fymptoms than any apparent caufe in view.

It was about two years after I had praaifed
as a Surgeon-Den tift, in Jamaica, that Doaor

Broadbelt of Spanifh Town, requefted my attend

ance, for the purpofe of examining a cafe of this

fort. I found the patient a middle aged man,

F
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in a high fever, complaining of a very fevere

throbbing pain under his eye, which, when

lving down, he faid changed its fenfation to that

of a gnawing one, reaching to his ear : On being
afked if he was fenfible of any matter difcharging
in his mouth, he replied no, but felt an extreme

unpleafant tafte proceeding from his noftrils—I ex

amined his Teeth, but found them all perfeaiy
found ; I then demanded if he remembered to

have received a blow on the part complained of ;

he faid he had a very fevere one fometime before

the pain commenced, from the head of a reftive

horfe while riding.
The Doaor had tried feveral applications but

without effea ; I told him my opinion, viz. that

matter had formed in the antrum maxillare, and

that to evacuate it he muft fubmit to have one of

the double-teeth drawn, and a punaure made

through the focket ; this he immediately acceded

to, and as much matter was diflodged, as would,
I fuppofe, have filled the bowl of a tobacco-pipe,
it was of deep yellow and exhaled fo putrid a flench
as to neceffitate every perfon prefent to quit the

chamber. His fever abated considerably that night
and left him entirely the following day. The pus
continued however to flow from and difcharge it-.

felf for nearly three weeks, but never at the nofe

as it before had done ; after this with the affift-

ance of a balfamic mixture, fyringed two or three

times a day into the cavity, and the mouth kept
conflantly wafhed with my tinaure diluted by wa
ter, this gentleman recovered, and as I have fince

understood, never has had a return. I could

mention two or three inftances where fimilar treat-
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ment proved equally effeaive, with this difference
only, that the alveolar being broken and Shattered

required removal, and was fupplied by an artifi
cial piece of fea-horfe's tooth.

FETID BREATHS.

Thefe though readily difcoverable to another

we are feldom fenfible of ourfelves, it may there

fore be correato inform the reader, that whatever
creates putridity in the mouth, affifts alfo to form

foetid breath. Mercury, the lungs in an ulcerated
ftate, febrile diforders, hollow-teeth, portions of

the food fuffered to remain between them, or any
of thofe complaints already treated on, without

cleanlinefs will tend to render the breath offenfive,
and I hefitate not to believe a confiderable body of
perfons fo affeaed, clofely fhut up in a warmer

place where the confined air received not that ven
tilation we ufually experience, might generate a

difeafe as injurious in its effeas as the yellow fever.

For, to reafon from /mail effeas to great ones, let

any perfon whofe organs are in a perfea ftate of

health be confined to a clofe carriage, with one

whofe gums and Teeth are the reverfe, provided
the glaffes of that carriage be not down, the air

fo confined in the courfe of fifteen or twenty mi

nutes, will become infufferable.

ERUPTION.

Of this there is no fpeaking pofitively, its ap
pearance depending on the conftitution of the in

fant, fome cutting them at two or three months,
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others much later, and inftances are not wanting
of children who came into the world, with two,

three, and even four Teeth ; thefe examples are

few, and it is not until the fixth, feventh or

eighth month that a healthy child cuts the front

incifores of the lower jaw; immediately after thefe

follow thofe in the upper, and fo on alternately,
until eight Teeth are cut ; after this the child con

tinues eafy during one, two or three months,

when fymptoms of irritation again take place, and

continue till about the eleventh or twelfth month,
when one, and Sometimes more of tl e canine ap

pear, but ufually in Succeffion : thus then we have

twelve Teeth in little better than the firft year.

About the eighteenth month appear the bicufpides
and grinders, (or perhaps later) they generally
come in pairs, and enable children to commence

the maftication of more folid nourishment. By
the clofe of the fecond year, the other four will be

added ; which compofe thofe called milk-teeth 5

with which they mult red until the fixth.

ThatDentition is attended with great danger at

times, we need not be furprifed, ifwe reflea that

every Tooth has to pafs through a bony lamella,
which covers the focket ; and likewifc through the

periodeum and gums ; the fymptoms of irritation

become more or lefs alarming in proportion to the

refi fiance formed by thefe three bodies ; and num

bers of Teeth Seeking a paffage at the Same time :

thus then may we as in thousands of other inftan-

ce.s, obferve the wiSe diSpenSations of Providence,
which permit not the whole body to make its way

at once ; whereby children muft inevitably fall

viaims to Severity of pain. About this period
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care Should be taken to provide them with fome
hard yet yielding fubftance, for the purpofe of

chewing ; a difpofition for which they never fail

to fhew, by applying their fingers, or any thing
within their reach. This alone will not relieve—

on the contrary, the gums are frequently inflamed,
attended with fevere fever, coftivenefs, and con-

ftant running of the faliva, and not unfrequent
convulfions : great care muft be taken to relieve

thefe fymptoms, which too often bring on death.

Lancing the gums has, I am pofitive, nineteen
rimes of every twenty, when praaifed and re

peated as often as neceffary, Saved the child's life.

Many affert its inutility, and unlefs properly per
formed, undoubtedly it has lefs effect, but fo Sim

ple is the operation, I have known old women per
form it it in England, with a thin piece of Silver

made Sharp, to as good effea as the moft expert

Surgeon would with a lancet. Medical gentlemen
often objea to the cicatrix, but let me afk, can

this create more than a lefs painful repetition ?

Where convulfion exifts, the infant fhould

be immerfed in warm water, only leaving room for

refpiration, let fix drops of aether be mixed with

water, and given in a table fpoon. Rub the fto-

mach with a little of the fame, and apply hartf-
horn to the nofe ; this is done fometimes without

appearance of relief, but be patient and not too

premature, in administering an increaSe of dofe.

Every quarter of an hour or twenty minutes will

fuffice; when, if you add one or more drops of

laudanum, it may not be amifs. The body muft

alfo be opened, for which a clyfter of milk is good ;

I have feen coarfe fugar, and even fait added



46

thereto, but never found ufe for them, unlefs in

very fevere trials of the diforder. Tender parents

are much alarmed by the fymptoms of the convul

sions leaving ; which I am forced to acknowledge
too nearly refemble thofe of death.

Thefe once over, care muft be taken to relax

the fyftem, which may be done by a little fena,

manna, or emetic tartar, mixed in diltilled water,

the proportion, fix gr. of the former to three oz. of

the latter. A tea fpoonful is fufficient, if it pukes

repeat it in twelve hours, if the ficknefs is Slight,

repeat it in fix ; where the fever runs very high,
delirium will Sometimes follow ; a blifter applied
to the baek is then proper, taking care it be not too

large, and when the Symptoms difappear, bleeding
with leeches, if they can be had, will prove a good
preventative to the disorder's returning.

I forget now the immediate treatife I copied
the obfervation from, but 'tis dated as written, in

1788.
The Author obferves, that according to the

bill of mortality, the deaths in London, from the

15th of December 1778, to the 14th December

1 779, were 20,420, out of which number 7261
were under two years old ; which being consider

ably more than one-third ; he proves with tolera

ble precifion, that they might with great propriety
be attributed to the little attention paid them while

teething, although he admits many muft have died
of other diforders as well as teething*. Still juft-

* Convinced that on fo interefting a Subject as the one

before us, too much cannot be faid, provided it be immedi

ately derived from practice, to the observations already offered

I fhall Subjoin thofe of Mr. Hunter, who, though no Den-
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ly infinuating his belief that many alfo might have
been faved ; and if we give this due confideration,
we Shall find much apparent truth in the premife.
Convulfions, perhaps more than any other com

plaint, conftitute this fatal mortality in the infant

part of our fpecies, and nothing occafions convul

sion fo often as teething.
Many of the diforders to which children are

fubjea, originate with their nurfes, who for the

moft part are too inattentive to the food they par
take of, while rearing thefe tender plants, and

give thereby to their milk improper qualities.—

Spices, animal food, ftimulating liquids, &c. &c.

ought to be avoided moft tenacioufly.
To prove how fatisfied I am of the aaion,

whatever taken by the nurfe has on the child, or

rather on the milk ; where I can depend on their

taking it, I ever wifh the medicine to be adminis

tered thereby, as the moft tender and efficacious

mode.

Let a child teething have wholefome air, food
and exercife, and be attentive never to check any

breaking out on the head, or difcharge from be

hind the ear.

About five or fix years of age, the two fol

lowing Teeth to thofe which laft appeared, (for

they are moftly feen in pairs) Shew themSelves,
and from the twelfth to the fixteenth year, they
increafe to twenty-eight ; the other four, if we

are to have them, which is not always, come about

the age of twenty, and complete our fet to thirty -

two.

tift, acquired more knowledge of the Art, than any one be

fore him.
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Perfons even fo advanced in life as paft the

age of fifty, have been known to cut, or rather

nature at this period has been feen to throw out a

frefh fet, even after the party had been deftitute

of Teeth for many years, but thefe are ever at

tended with pain, and oblige their pofleffor to have
recourfe to extraaion ; it is perhaps umieceflary
to notice them.
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Of DENTITION;

Br JOHN HUNTER, r. r. s.

And Surgeon to St. GEORGE'S Hospital, London.

(Fide Part II. page 113.)

Teeth at their firft formation, and for fome

time while growing, are completely inclofed with
in the fockets and gums, and in their growth
they aa upon the inclofing parts in fome degree as
extraneous bodies ; for while the operation of

growth is going on in them, another operation is

produced, which is a decay of that part of the

gum and focket that covers the Tooth, and which

becomes the caufe of the very difagreeable and

dangerous fymptoms which attend this procefs.—

As the Teeth advance in fize, they are in the fame

proportion preffing againft thefe fockets or gums,

from whence inflammation and ulceration are pro

duced.

That ulceration which takes place in Denti

tion, is one of the Species which feldom or never

produces fuppuration : however, in fome few

cafes, I have found the gums ulcerated, and the

body of the Tooth furrounded with matter ; but I

believe this feldom happens till the Tooth is near

cutting the fkin of the gums.

As this is a difeafe of an early age, and in

deed almoft begins with life, its fymptoms are

morediftufed, more general, and more uncertain,

G



5©

at fuch an early period, than thofe of any difordcr

of full grown people, putting on the appearance of

a great variety of maladies ; but thefe fymptoms
become lefs various and lefs hazardous, as the

child advances in years ; fo that the double-teeth

of the child, and ftill more fo the fecond fet of

Teeth, or thofe of the adult, are ufually cut

without producing much disturbance.

Thefe fymptoms are fo various in different

children, and often in the fame child, that it is

difficult to conceive them to be from the fame ori

gin ; and the varieties are fuch as feem to be be

yond our knowledge.
They produce both local and conditutional

complaints with local fympathy. The local fymp
toms we may fuppofe to be attended with pain,
which appears to be expreffed by the child when

he is redlefs, uneaSy, rubs his gums, and puts

every thing into his mouth. There is generally
inflammation, heat, Swelling of the gums, and an

increafed flow of faliva.

The conditutional or general fymptoms are,
fever and univerfal convulfion. The fever is fome-

times flight and Sometimes violent.

It is very remarkable both for its hidden rife

and declenfion ; fo that in the fird hour of this

illnefs, the child fhall be perfeaiy cool, in the

fecond, fluShed and burning hot, and in the third

temperate again.
The partial or local consequential fymptoms

are the mod various and complicated ; for the ap

pearance they put en is in fome degree determined

by the nature of the parts they afrea, wherefore

they imitate various difeafes of the human body.
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Thefe fymptoms we fliall defcribe in the order of

their mod frequent occurrence.

Diarrhoea, codivenefs, lofs of appetite, erup
tions on the fkin, efpecially on the face and fcalp,
cough, Shortnefs of breath, with a kind of convul-

fed refpiration, fimilar to that obfervable in the

hooping-cough, fpafms of particular parts, either

by intervals or continued, an increased Secretion

of urine, and Sometimes a diminution of that fe-

cretion, a difcharge of matter from the penis, with

difficulty and paiii in making water, immitating
exaaiy a violent gonorrhea.

The lymphatic glands of the neck at this time
are apt to Swell ; and if the child has a drong ten

dency to the Scrofula, this irritation will promote
that difeafe.

There may be many other fymptoms with

which we are not at all acquainted, the patient in

general not being able to exprefs his feelings. Ma

ny of the fymptoms of this difeafe are dangerous,
namely the conditutional ones ; and alfo thofe lo

cal fymptoms which attack a vital part. The fever

indeed, feldom lads fo long as to be fatal ; but the

convulfions, efpecially when univerfal, frequently
are fo. Local convulfions, if not in a vital part,

although very violent do not kill ; and when any

part not vital Sympathises, the patient is generally
free from danger ; a Security to the whole being
obtained by the Suffering of a part which is of little

confequence to life.

Univerfal Sympathy feems to be the fird ef

fea of irritation, and in general appears as fuch

in thofe whofe local and partial fenfation, and ir

ritability, are not yet formed : for, in fuch fub-

%
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jeas, when one part is irritated, the whole fym-
pathifes, and general convulfions enfue. But as

the fenfations and partial irritability begin to be

formed, each part aaing in fome degree for itfelf,

acquires its own peculiarities, fo that when a local

difeafe takes place in a patient that is very young,
it is capable of giving a general difpofition to Sym
pathize ; but as the child advances, the power of

Sympathy becomes partial, there not being now in

the conftitution that univerfal confent of parts ;
but fome one part is found which has a greater

aptitude than the reft to fall in with the local irrita
tion ; therefore the whole difpofition for Sympathy
is direaed to fome particular part, and it fympa-
thizes according to its own peculiar aaion : this

arifes from the different organs acquiring more

and more their own independent fenfations as the

child grows older ; and gradually lofing the pow
er of fympathizing with one another ; fo that by
the age of fix years few parts differ but thofe im

mediately affected ; and in adults who cut their

Teeth, we almoft always find the pain and other

fymptoms confined to the part, or only local fym-
pathy taking place, fuch as a Swelling of the fide

of the face.

But as the fymptoms become more confined,
the Suffering part is often much more violently af-

feaed, than where it has a power of taking in the

ether parts. Therefore, we find that in adults
the pain of cutting a grinder is frequently exceffive,
and th?t the local inflammation is verv confidera

ble, and often of long continuance*. This is not

*
ride Case tie 3d.
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the cafe with children ; their pain does not appear
fo very confiderable, and we are certain that the

local inflammation is not fo great ; that it is con

fined to the very parts which fufrer, and is not

diffufed over the face ; fo that in children the

fymptoms of Sympathy are often more violent than

thofe of the parts themfelves. Though it is a faa,
that the fymptoms ofDentition in adults are con

fined to the parts immediately injured, it is not

always or certainly fo, for Sometimes as will ap

pear from cafe the fourth, there will be the ftrong-
eft fymptoms imaginable from Sympathy ; which

feems to be owing to a peculiar aptitude in the

conftitution to univerfal Sympathy. Thefe pains
in the adult are often periodical, having their re

gular and fixed periods, from which circumftance

they are often fuppofed to be aguifh and the bark

is adminiftered, but without effea. Medicines

for the rheumatiSm are likewife given, with as lit

tle fuccefs ; when a Tooth will appear, and dif-

clofe the caufe of the complaint ; and by lancing
the gums the cure often is performed, but the dif
eafe will recur if the gum happens to heal over

the Tooth, which it will very readily do, if the

Tooth is pretty deep, as thefe Teeth are generally
flower in their growth than the others and more

efpecially thofe which come very late, they be

come the caufe of many returns of the fymptoms.
How far children under this circumftance are fub-

jea to paroxyfms of the difeafe, is not an eafy
thing to determine ; but from many of their Sym
pathetic fymptoms going off and returning, it

would appear that they have alfo their excerbati-

on.
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OF THE CURE.

The cure of diSeafes arifing from Dentition,
from their nature, can only be temporary and local,

even when it is direaed to the real feat of difeafe ;

and certainly every method of cure which is not

fo direaed muft prove ineffeaual, as it can only
operate by deftroying the effea. Opiates, indeed,
will in fome degree take off the irritation, by def

troying the fenfibility of the part ; but Surely
it would be better at once to remove the caufe,
than to be attempting from time to time to remove

or palliate the effea. When the Sympathy is

partial and not in a vital part, it would be better

to allow it to continue than cure it, becauSe it may

by Such means become univerSal : for inftance, if

it is a diarrhcea, the beft way is to allow it to go

on, or at leaft only correa it if too violent, which
is oSten the caSe. I have Seen caSes where the

ftomach and inteftines have Sympathized So much,
as almoft to threaten death. The Small quantity
of nourishment that the ftomach could admit of,
was hurried off by the inteftines.

Of cutting the GUMS.

As far as my experience has taught me, to

cut the gum down to the Teeth appears to be the

only method of cure. It aas either by taking off

th tenfion upon the gum arifing from the growth
of the Tooth, or by preventing the ulceration

which muft otherwife take place.
It often happens, particularly when the ope

ration is performed early in the difeaSe, that the

gum will re-unite over the Teeth, in which cafe
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the Same Symptoms will be produced, and they
muft be removed by the Same method.

I have performed the operation above ten

times upon the fame Teeth, where the difeaSe had

recurred So often, and every time with the abso

lute removal of the fymptoms.
It has been afferted, that to cut the gum once

will be Sufficient, not only to remove the preSent,
but to prevent any future bad fymptoms from the

Same cauSe. This is contradiaory to experiment,
and the known laws of the animal ceconomy, for

frequently the gum from its thicknefs over the

Tooth, or other caufes muft neceffarily heal up

again, and the relapfe is as unavoidable as the ori

ginal diSeaSe.
A vulgar prejudice prevails againft this prac

tice, that iSthe gum is lanced So early as to admit

of a re-union, the cicatrised part will be harder

than the original gum. and therefore the Teeth

will find more difficulty in paffing, and give more

pain. But this is alfo contrary to faas, for we

find that all parts which have been the feat, either

ofwounds or fores, are always more ready to give

way to preffure, or any other diSeaSe which attacks

either the part itfelf or the conftitution. There

fore each operation tends to make the palling of

the Teeth eafier.

When the Teeth begin to give pain, we find

them generally fo far formed, as to be eafily dif-

cerned through the gum. The fore-teeth are to

be obferved at firft, not on the edge, of the gum,

but on the fore part, making rifings there which

appear whiter
than the other parts, and it may be

obferved, that the gums are broader than ufml.
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At this period the incifions mud be made pretty

deep, till the Tooth be felt with the indrument,

otherwife little effea will be produced by the ope

ration : and this is the general rule, with refpea
to the depth of the incifion in all cafes.

When the grinders Shoot into the gum, they
flatten the edge of the gum, and make it broad.

Thefe Teeth are more eafily hit by the indrument

than the fore-teeth.

The operation fhould not be done with a fine

pointed indrument, fuch as a common lancet, be-

caufe mod probably the point will be broken off

againft the Tooth, which will make the inftrument
unfit for going on further, if more incifions are

required.
A common lancet, with its point rounded is

a very good inftrument ; but an inftrument Some

thing like a fleam, would be the moft convenient

Shape.
There is no need of any great delicacy in

the operation, the gums being very infenfible

parts ; and to cut through the whole gum down

to the Teeth with certainty, when they are pretty
deep, requires fome force.

The gums will bleed a little, which may be

of fervice in taking off the inflammation. I never

Saw a caSe, where the bleeding either proved in

convenient or dangerous. If it ever lhould be

troubleSome, I think there could be no great diffi

culty in flopping it. In general no application is

neceffary : the gums Soon unite at the moft didant

part from the Tooth, if it lies deep ; and if it be

more fuperficial, the thin gum Soon fhrinks back

over the Tooth, leaving it bare, and decays.
■
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Thus cutting the dentes fapientise is often at

tended with an inconvenience, which does not at
tend the others ; and this happens only I believe,
when they come very late, viz. when the jaws
have left off growing. This is the want of room

in the jaws for thefe late Teeth ; a circumftance

which produces an addition to the other inconve-

niencies arifing from dentition. When it takes

place in the upper jaw, the Tooth is often obliged
to grow backwards ; and in fuch a pofition it Some
times preffes on the interior edge of the coronoide

procefs, in Shutting the mouth, and gives great

pain.
When it takes place in the lower jaw, fome

part of the Tooth continues to be hid under that

proceSs, and covered by the Soft parts which are

always liable to be Squeezed between that Tooth

and corresponding Tooth in the upper jaw. To

open very freely is abfolutely neceffary in thefe ca

fes ; but even that is often not fufficient. Nothing
but drawing the Tooth or Teeth will remove the

evil in many caSes.

CASES.

It would be endleSs to give hiftories of cafes,

exemplifying each fymptom of dentition. I Shall

only relate a few which are Angular ; and which

being extraordinary, will the better enforce the

propriety in all cafes of the cure I have recom

mended.

Cafe i. A young child was
attacked with con-

traaions of the mufculi fiexores of the fingers, and

G
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alSo of the tdes. TheSe cctotraaions were fo con

siderable as to keep her fingers and thumb eon-

ftantfry clinched, and fo irregularly, that they ap
peared diftorted. AH the common antifpafmodic
medicines were given and continued for feveral

months, but without fuccefs.

I Scarified the gums down to the Teeth, and

in lefs than half an hour all the eontraaions had

ceafed.

This, however, only gave relief for a time.

The gums healed ; the Teeth continued to grow

and filled up the new Space acquired by the Scarifi

cations ; and the Same Symptoms appeared a Second

time.

The former operation was immediately per
formed and with the fame fuccefs.

Cafe 2. A boy about two years ofage, was
taken with a pain and difficulty in making water ;

and voided matter from the ureiha. I fufpeaed
that by fome means or other this child might poffi-
hly be affeaed by the venereal poifon ; and the

fufpicion naturally fell on the nurfe.

Thefe complaints fometimes abated, and

would go off altogether ; and then return again.
It was obServed at laft, that they returned only
upon his cutting a new Tooth : this happened fo

often regularly and fo conftantly, that there was

no doubt but it was owing to that caufe..

Cafe 3. A lady about the age of five or fix

and twenty years, was attacked with a violent pain
in the upper jaw ; which at laft extended through
the whole fide of the face, Similar to that of a vio

lent tooth-ach from a cold> and was attendedwith

confequent Sever.
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Itwas treated at firft as a cold ; but front its

continuance, was afterwards fuppofed to be ner

vous.

The caSe was repreSented to me Srom the

country; and I gave the belt direaions that I could

on a representation oS the Symptoms.
He came to London fome months after, ftijl

labouring under the fame complaint. Upon exa

mining the mouth, I obferved one of the densfapi-
entia ready to come through. I lanced the gums
and the diforder gave way immediately.

A lady about the fame age was likewife
attacked with a violent pain in the left fide of her

face, it was regularly periodical ; coming on at fix
o'clock in the evening. She took the Peruvian

bark, which had no effea. She took antimonials,
and Dover's powder, which alfo were equally in-

effeaual. But one of the points of the dens fapi-
mt'ut of the upper jaw, of the fame fide appearing,
fhewed the caufe, and indicated the remedy.-—
The gums were lanced* and the pain ceafed.



SHEDDING TEETH.

This generally begins about the Seventh year,
and beyond a poffibility of doubt, for the moft

part, a more ufeSul adult Set, tho' not in all in

ftances, So beautiful as the preceding, but which

is owing oftener to neglea than nature, who at

this period fhould be narrowly attended and affift-

cd in her endeavours, by cultivating regularity,
and removing not only the obftruaing Teeth, but

(as noticed under the head of fupernumerary Teeth)
fhould be formed during this yielding period to al

ter any unfortunate or unfightly form they fhall af-
Sume.

How cenSurable then are thoSe parents, guar
dians, or perSons intrufted with the care of youth,
to fuffer this interefting period, (a period never to

be regained) to efcape unheeded ; too often, I am

forry to obServe, is this done to Save the annual

pittance of two or three dollars ; an expence,
which when compared with the advantages to be

derived is fo inconfiderable, as by a thinking mind

not to be confidered in competition therewith.—

However, was a juft attention paid to this intereft

ing time, I Scruple not to affirm, that there would
not be drawn ten for every thousand now extraaed.

Nor am I fingular in fo thinking, never having met
either a practioner or a treatife, written by one

that did not confirm the fame.

About this period you will frequently, in con-
fequence of the milk-teeth and the others new

formed, coming in contaft find a confiderable
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quantity of matter either concealed in the finus or

conftantly difcharging itfelf around the Teeth : this

fhould be encouraged to depart as fpeedily as pof-
fible, as its injurious acrid qualities greatly tend

to annoy the new Sormed Teeth. An antiSceptic
lotion is very good at Such a junaure. I have

Seen one or two inftances where this matter made

its way externally, and left a fear for life : at all

times it tends to Scrofula, but which if it takes

little root may be eradicated by balfamic applicati
ons followed with aflringents.

I obferved that the pain defignated by the
name of inflammatory, is peculiar to children, my
immediate attendance on feminaries where fo ma

ny were neceffarily together, has permitted me to

obferve its progrefs, and given a large field for

contemplation thereon. I notice it commences its

attack by a gnawing fenfation at the root or roots

of the Tooth complained of, and bone of the jaw;

frequently bringing on fever, which continuing
for two or more days, caufes inflammation, this

when arrived at its height, creates a prevalent
matter, which now changes the fenSation before

felt, for that of one throbbing : this matter, if

not releafed by lancing, generally makes its way

between the gum and Tooth, when eaSe enfues,

and the patient remains fo, until a return takes

place, which being frequently the cafe, it would

be moft correa to fay extraaion is the beft remedy
without noticing the alleviations generally ufed,

which is regular warmth from a bladder three parts

filled with warm milk and water, applied to the

parts as hot as bearable, flannels, lancing, &c.

I know fome objea to extraaing while inflamma-
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tion is at its height, but as that is feldom on both

fides, and an expert praaitioner draws on either,
the objeaion I think Scarce worth contention, be-

fide children's Teeth are for the moft part drawn

perpendicularly.

On the use of COLD WATER.

The ufe of the cold bath to Strengthen, brace

and render firm the human frame, is a thing fo

well eftablifhed, that to feek for any proof is only
lofs of time ; no perfon then will Seel SurpriSed
when I affert its beneficial qualities equally aa up

on the Teeth, thoSe who ufe their brufh regularly,
each morning after riling, need entertain little ap-
prehenfion of decay, or if any fhould take place,
they may rely this will much retard its progrefs.

CLIMATE— ITS EFFECT on the TEETH.

Climate, I am confident, has confiderable ac
tion on the Teeth ; for it is a faa, that thofe who
live at the northward, have them lefs decayed
than thofe who refide at the Southward, or in

warmer climates. This by many is attributed to

other cauSes, viz. the variety of hot liquids, in the

ufe of which, people So fituated generally indulge,
as tea, coffee, &c. to which they add animal food,
the latter I think ideal, unlefs when fuffered to

remain within the hollows or interftices until it

becomes putrid : and we find that people who

refide in cities and large towns, where the air is

more confined, and much refembles that ofwarm

climates, differ a decay of their Teeth at an earlier
period than thofe who live in the country and

breathe a purer air.



ARTIFICIAL TEETH.

Thefe to have in perfeaion is bufinefs for a

Dentift, but as many have Succeeded in the at

tempt of making them, I know no objeaion to

others giving it a trial ; the beft way to which is,

impreffing of wax, fo as to form and fit the vacat

ed Space. At firft this will carry an awkward ap

pearance, but by repeated pairings become more

fhapeable and refembling the thing wanted, and

may ferve as a model, for yourfelf to fafhion one

more fubftantial, to fend to an operator or to wear

temporary. The lofs of Teeth is not only a defor

mity to view, but detrimental to fpeech ; and tho'

many to avoid the imputation of vanity decline

the ufe of artificial ones, I am perfuaded it can

only be adduced to not refleaing on their utility.
Without infilling upon that happy expreffion of

countenance which at all times renders us accept
able to our own fpecies, and which is much pro

moted by the ufe of artificial Teeth, They by
preffure keep thofe on each fide from approximat

ing, as they alfo prevent that with which they
come in contaa, from leaving its place, which

from want of an opponent it often does. Real Teeth

placed on pevits or fprings excel any other, but

the moft natural fubftitute, and which keeps its

colour, is the fea-horfes Tooth, beft and moft in

nocently fecured by filk twift, fea-weed or white

thread waxed. Many ufe gold-wire, as I do like-

wife, but feldom, unlefs particularly requefted.
Whole fets require Springs of a peculiar form, al

though I once Saw a complete and entire Set ad

here Solely by Suaion.





To those worthy Gentlemen, ill-naturedly
nometiclated Quack-Dodlors, Tooth-

drawing Barbers, NoftrumMongers,
and Itinerant Mountebanks.

I HAD juft finished this Treatife when I re

ceived an application to attend a lady whoSe upper

jaw had been considerably injured by one of the

greated empirics of whom your fraternity can

boad, and was thus reminded of a duty which has

only lod its weight, I fhould preSume, by the

hackneyed manner in which it has hitherto been

performed. Many, no doubt, are the pages my

predeceffors have lengthened out hereby, and con-

fpicuous are the pages where an adage* would ap

ply; but waving that or any other illiberal obser

vation, without even premifing to a generous pub
lic, that what Said to you arc hints to them, or

vulgarly abufing merits and ingenuity, to which I

am infinitely a debtor ; Suffer me in the language
of obligation to date the kindncfles received and

acknowlegde with gratitude incumbent, the infor

mation your dexterity, and fkill has enabled me to

acquire. Various and intelligent has been the

praaice you have afforded, and ad infinitum \

hope will be your labours to benefit Society in gene

ral. The vile inuendoes, that you break Teeth,
*
Two of a Trade cannot a^rec.

H
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fraaure the parts, caufe exfoliations, dangerous

hemorrhages, deep feated abceffes, or now and

then a locked jaw, as indanced by Doaor Skin

ner, of New-York, in his treatife, page 19. I

truft and believe an enlightened community will

pay no attention thereto ; but will permit you

long to reign the unmoleded praaifers of mifchief

through your lives, giving to regular profeffors
that knowledge fo neceffary to be obtained, and

which denied by you can proceed from chance a-

Ione. In Short, to real profeffors of the art, you

are of the fame utility dead fubjeas are to the ana-

tomid, and midaken is he who fees you in any
other light. Malice and envy in vain fliall Shoot

their Shafts, while ceconomy fhall find the charges
are fo moderate.

May you profper in your undertakings, and

may you never want a patient, until, by fome un

lucky well-meant, though misconceived jerk, twift,
or otherwiSe injudicious accident, you proclaim
your operations not performed fecundum artem.
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Of the Author's

DENTIFRICE;

Anti-sceptic Lotion, Tooth-Soap, and

Opiate.

Early after becoming a praaitioner was I

emulous of offering to the public, Dentifrices of a

Superior quality to thoSe So much and So injuriously
in uSe, and for this have I paffed much time in in-

veftigating preparations fold with promifes to that

effea. I flatter myfelf I have been SucceSsful in

difcovering their evil tendency, and combining
others on which I hope I may ftake that reputation
I truft, it is allowed, I have honorably attained—

They are four ; a foap compofition, which I be

lieve ftands unrivalled ; a powder, innocent, and
where properly applied, effeaual in all its requi-
fites ; a lotion capable of anfwering every purpofe
for which it is recommended ; and an opiate,
which wherever I have prefcribed it has given ge
neral Satisfaaion.

Thefe may hereafter be had, as may this trea

tife alfo, at the following places : Doaor Betton,

129, Mulberry-ftreet, Philadelphia; Mr. George
Maris, 134, Market-it reet, Baltimore; Mr. John
Ott, George -Town, Maryland, and of the Au

thor, in Charkfton,



E R RATA.

Page 15 Line 28, for Salarmoniac, bole armoni-

ac read.

Salammoniac—Bole armenic.

17 14 for enameled read enamelled.
18 7 for Saliver read Saliva.

19 9 for Porus read porous.

23 8 for gum-boils read gum-biles.
23 for where boils read where biles.

28 15 for made re-adhere read made

to re-adhere.

23 for ether read cether.

33 6 for Saliver read Saliva.

3 § 5 for deptics read Styptics.
28 for readhered read re-adhcred.
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